
NON TECHNICAL 
WAYS TO 
IMPROVE YOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHY

TIP
S



I have lost track of the number of times I have heard complete 

strangers compliment me on having a great fancy camera that 

takes “great pictures”. Initially, I used to be quick to the defense 

and try to get a word in on how I am a professional photogra-

pher and hence have some level of skill in my craft. But now I 

just nod, smile and quickly move away. Unfortunately, the reali-

ty is that a lot of photographers (and others) think that by having 

the latest and greatest fancy camera, they have the ability to 

take better photos.

The truth of the matter is that you don’t need the latest equip-

ment or fancy qualifications to be a good photographer. Photog-

raphy is a creative art form and like any art form, it takes a lot of 

hard work, practice, and perseverance to get really good at 

taking great pictures. Sure, you need to really understand your 

gear and what it can and cannot do. But there are loads of 

simple, non-technical stuff you can do to improve your photog

raphy as well.

Here are some non-gear related tips that will help you take 

better photographs.
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You never know what might be around the corner, be it close 

to home or on your far away travels. Life is unpredictable 

and things change in a split second. There’s always some-

thing interesting to photograph. You just need to open your 

eyes, look around and be ready to snap that shot. And addi-

tionally, make sure your phone or camera of choice is within 

easy reach ready for that shot.

If your DSLR is too heavy or bulky, try using a smaller 

point-and-shoot or even a good old 35mm film camera! - the 

more you use your gear the more comfortable you will be 

photographing around any situation.

Seen here: A simple market scene in India is full of color, 

human elements, emotions and every day moments!

01 Take your camera every-
where
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Overnight success is a myth. The sooner you realize that the 

more at peace you will have on your photographic journey. 

We all know that to get really good at anything, we need to 

practice and practice a lot. After all, practice makes perfect. 

The more pictures you take, the better you will become.

Don’t get hung up on what you’re using to take the pictures, 

either. 

MaMany times I only have my iPhone with me and take a shot if 

it catches my eye. Be confident that if done correctly, you can 

make good pictures with any camera.

Seen here: Foods like cupcakes, coffee and even just a bowl of 

fresh fruit that can spark an inspiring photo. Don’t get hung up 

on the perfect scenery – let your imagination be your guide for 

your everyday shots.

02 Take pictures everyday
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Seek inspiration in other photos. Look at pictures you like 

and ask yourself what you like about those pictures. What 

makes it interesting to you and why? Also question how you 

could make it better or do it differently.

No,No, I am not advocating copying other’s work pixel-for-pixel! 

But don’t be afraid to try something similar and put your own 

creative spin on it. Take an old idea and make it your own. 

That makes it different, new and in turn, you just might make 

it better than the original.

SeenSeen here: A recent obsession in the study of effectively captur-

ing movement in photographs led to a multi-exposure frame – 

one of my personal favorites to showcase my creative journey.

03 Analyze others photo-
graphs and get inspired
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Become your own best critic. Question everything. Look at 

your pictures and ask yourself what you like, what you don’t 

like and what can you do better next time around. Be com-

pletely honest with yourself as this will really help you im-

prove your craft. Sometimes it is also beneficial to repeat the 

shot and change it up to make it better than your own origi-

nal.

And when something works, celebrate your success. It is very 

important in your creative journey to celebrate your own 

milestones – it makes the journey that much more fun.

SeenSeen here: This is the view from my home in Bombay and I love 

photographing the sea bridge – one of the technological mar-

vels of the modern world – at different times of the day and in 

different weather conditions. It is amazing to analyze how 

light and color changes the whole perspective of an image. I 

even tried to take a night shot of the car trails and failed miser-

ably since I did not have a tripod or remote trigger - definitely 

a lesson learnt!

04 Study your own photos
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Most of today’s fancy cameras have a continuous shooting 

mode where you can fire away at six to eight frames per 

second. But I find that this tends to make us lazy as photogra-

phers. We take on the mentality of the “spray and pray” 

theory that if we take 20 shots of something, chances are at 

least a couple will be worthwhile.

Yes, taking loads of pictures is great. But if you pause and 

take a few seconds to really observe your surroundings, you 

will be able to visualize your shot. Think about how you want 

your picture to look and do what you need to do to achieve 

that look. It might mean moving position, waiting for the 

light to change or the crowds to dissipate, but it could be the 

difference between a good photo and a great one.

SeenSeen here: We were walking along the narrow street of Vridha-

van in India and this cow was ahead of us. We just stopped to 

see what he was doing and also to give him a wide berth as he 

was a very big bull. He calmly walked into this abandoned 

house and just made himself at home. It’s not every day that 

you find cows lounging inside your house.

05 Stop, look and then click
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I hope these simple yet powerful tips help you take better 

photos and improve at your skill and craft. The key thing to 

remember is that if you stick with this, show up and do the 

work - success is bound to follow. 

Also keep in mind that it is not the camera that takes a great 

picture but the skill of the person behind the camera that gets 

the money shot.

DoDo you have any other non-gear ways that help you improvde 

your photography,  feel free to connect with me on FB or 

Email and share your thoughts on this interesting topic!

Conclusion



EMAIL ME: KARTHIKA@KARTHIKAGUPTA.COM

@KARTHIKAGUPTA

@KARTHIKAGUPTA

@KARTHIKAGUPTA

I hope these tips help you build confidence in your photography and 

inspire you to push yourself further and master your craft.

Note: The materials in this PDF are for people whp are interested in 

learning and improving their photography. No part of this PDF and 

its images may be reproduced, forwarded, copy or distribute with-

out my permission.

If this was helpful and you want to see more, sign up to be notified 

of new materials as soon as they are available.

Thank you!


